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Newsletter September 2020 
Fáilte ar ais do gach éinne! Welcome back to everyone 
and it’s hard to believe the first month of the school year 
is nearly at an end. The first month has been very 
successful and all boys have returned to school safely. 
Many thanks to all our parents/guardians for your support 
and co-operation to date. 
 
As you are all aware COVID-19 is still a very real issue, 
and while we have made an excellent start to the year, it 
is important that we keep doing all that we can to keep 
our school and families safe.  
 
Please do not send your child to school if any of 
the following is true. 
 Your child has: 

 a temperature of 38 degrees Celsius or more 
 any other common symptoms of coronavirus - a 

new cough, loss or changed sense of taste or 
smell, or shortness of breath 

 been in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive for coronavirus 

 been living with someone who is unwell and may 
have coronavirus 

 an existing breathing condition that has recently 
got worse 

 
If your child has symptoms such as headaches or a sore 
throat, keep them at home for at least 48 hours. These 
are not common symptoms of coronavirus, but they could 
be a sign of another infection. After 48 hours it is usually 
okay to send your child back to school as long as: 

 their symptoms do not get worse 
 they do not develop new symptoms 
 they do not need paracetamol or ibuprofen 

during these 48-hours (this includes Calpol) 
 
Our school has no reported positive case of 
COVID-19 to date. The CPSMA has however asked all 
schools to make parent(s)/guardian(s) aware of the 
procedures should a positive case arise in the future. 
These guidelines form part of the schools COVID-19 
Response Plan which is available on our website. 
 
If your child becomes unwell at school and presents with 
symptoms associated with Covid-19, we will bring your 
child to our designated “isolation area” within the school. 
Every school is required to have such an area identified 
to deal with a potential case of Covid-19. We will contact 
you and ask you to collect your child as soon as possible. 
 
Please note that the school is not required to inform 
anyone that your child has been removed due to his 
symptoms. This procedure is purely precautionary. 

If you have other children in the school, they do not have 
to be removed from the school at this point. 
 
You are required to contact your GP to discuss concerns 
and we would ask that you keep the school updated on 
the advice given by your GP. 
 
The next steps will depend on the advice given to you by 
your GP. 
 If your child is referred for a test, all other members 

of the household that attend our school should 
remain at home. 
 

If your child is confirmed positive for Covid-19, the HSE 
will begin the process of contact tracing. This will most 
likely mean that the school will be contacted to assess the 
Public Health Risk. 
 
From this point onwards, the process will be led 

by the Public Health HSE. 
 
 The school cannot take any action in relation to 

exclusion, part closure or full closure, unless the 
Public Health HSE determine that the action is 
required. 

 If any action of this nature is required, the HSE will 
liaise with the school to provide clear guidance to the 
school community. 

 If the school has not been contacted by the Public 
Health HSE in relation to a confirmed case in the 
school community, then contact with the school has 
not been deemed necessary. 

 
It is a distressing time for families who are dealing with a 
suspected or confirmed case and all pupils and their 
families are entitled to confidentiality.  The school cannot 
and will not make the name of a pupil with a suspected 
or confirmed case known to the public. 
 
Unfortunately, we have no control over exchanges on 
social media, where information based on hearsay is 
shared. We would respectfully request that parents who 
choose to communicate about this issue on social media 
should consider how these comments could be 
misinterpreted. Please refrain from naming pupils and 
their families on these platforms. 
 
We will continue to implement the measures set out in 
the school’s Covid-19 Response Plan to provide a safe 
learning environment for our pupils and a safe and 
healthy workplace for all our staff. We look forward to 
your continued co-operation. 
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Travel abroad 
If for essential reasons your child has to travel abroad, 
and the country they are travelling to is not on the Green 
List, your child will need to restrict their movements for 
14 days. This means they should stay at home and not 
go to school. 
 
As of September 21st  the following countries are on the 
government Green List: 

 Finland 
 Latvia 
 Lithuania 
 Cyprus 
 Germany 
 Iceland 
 Poland 

 
Communion: Rescheduled First Communion for our 3rd 
class boys will take place on Saturday, October 17th, 
subject to Public Health guidelines. Due to restrictions on 
the number of people allowed in the church we will have 
3 ceremonies, 10.00am, 11.30am and 1.00pm. Each boy 
will be allowed to bring 2 adults with them to the 
ceremony. Times for each boy will be made known to 
parents in the coming days. 
 
Cycling: Thanks to support from An Taisce, Tipperary 
County Council and Tipperary Sports Partnership, our two 
5th classes will this year get to take part in the ‘Cycle 
Right’ programme. This programme is the National 
Standard for Cycle Training and provides practical cycle 
safety and skills training to promote competent and 
confident cyclists. This course will begin on October 9th 
for 4 weeks. 
 
It is terrific to see so many boys cycling to school this 
year. Please talk to your son about safety on the way to 
and from school. We would also ask all boys to please 
wear a helmet! 
 
Pupil Insurance: Details have now been sent home 
with regard to pupil insurance. Pupil insurance covers 
boys for all school activities for just €4.40, or there is also 
the option for 24/7 cover for €6.10. Payment should be 
made online via Aladdin by Wednesday, September 
30th at the latest.  
 
Appointments: During the year boys will have 
appointments that must be made during school time. If 
your child is leaving school please put a note in his journal 
or send a message on Aladdin so that he is ready for 
collection. All boys must be signed out on collection 
and signed back in when returning to school. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents’ Council: Our Parents’ Council does wonderful 
work each year in supporting the school and organising 
initiatives that benefit your children. Last year our 
Parents’ Council organised the visit of Santa to the 
school, fundraising events, Christmas Cards, Flag Day 
and church gate collections. 
 
Our Parents’ Council are now looking for new members 
and we would be most grateful if you could get 
involved. The Parents’ Council meets just 4-5 times per 
year but the benefits to your children are enormous. If 
you would like to get involved please contact the school.  
 
Attendance 
As a school we promote full attendance for all our 
pupils. It is vitally important that your son attends 
school everyday. Boys who attend school everyday are 
happier, more confident and perform better 
academically. All parents will be notified when their son 
misses 10, 15 and 20 days, regardless of the reasons. If 
you are worried about your child’s attendance please 
contact the school. Parents/Guardians are asked not to 
take holidays during term time where possible. 
 
Aladdin Connect: All school communication is issued 
via Aladdin Connect. Please download the app from the 
Play Store or Apple Store to ensure you receive timely 
information from the school.  
 
Uniforms: Lots of money has been spent on school 
uniforms over the summer months, but already some 
jumpers have turned up in our lost and found section. 
Please ensure all clothing is labelled before coming to 
school. 
 
Hot School Lunches: Our Hot School Lunch 
programme is now up and running and feedback to date 
has been very positive. Boys have a range of options to 
choose from and orders can be placed up to 3 weeks in 
advance. Please continue to login to the ‘Lunch Cloud’ 
app to order. Links to download the app can be found 
on Aladdin or on our website. 
 
Boys should bring their own cutlery to school in a 

zip lock bag each day. 
 

Class Requisite Money: Many thanks to all those who 
have paid their class requisite money. Could all 
outstanding payments please be made before the end of 
September. Payments can be made online or 
alternatively money can be sent into school. 

 
 
 Supervision: School begins at 9.10am each day and supervision starts at 8.50am. The school does not 

accept responsibility for students on the premises before this time. 


