During the school years 2024-2026 we reviewed the area of Gaeilge in our school.

This is what we discovered:

e There is a positive attitude to Irish from the majority of pupils and parents
e 68% of pupils are positively disposed to learning Irish.

e 87% of parents feel their child is making progress learning Irish.

e 94% of teachers feel confident/very confident in teaching Irish.

This is what we did to find out what we were doing well, and what we could do better:

Pupil, parent and teacher surveys

Pupil Focus Groups

Professional conversations and reflection among staff based on the data gathered from
pupil, parent and staff surveys, as aforementioned.

This is what we are now going to work on

e Increasing opportunities for children to use Irish.

e Gaeilge néamhfhoirmiuil around the school.

e Emphasising a positive attitude, through songs, poems, games and whole school-school Irish
language events.

e Léitheoireacht; reading fluency

This is what you can do to help your child

Encourage the use of simple Irish phrases at home
e Ask your child to teach you a new word or phrase each week.
e Use simple greetings and expressions together, such as Dia duit, Sldn, Go raibh maith
agat, and Le do thoil.
Listen to Irish-language songs, stories, and cartoons
e Encourage your child to watch age-appropriate programmes on TG4 or listen to Irish
songs learned at school.
e Singing along and listening regularly helps develop vocabulary, pronunciation, and
confidence.
Read Irish books together
e Evenif you do not speak Irish, encourage your child to read aloud from their Irish reader.
e Ask them to explain words, pictures, or the story to you. This supports reading fluency
(léitheoireacht) and comprehension.
Praise and encourage effort
e Show interest in the Irish your child is learning and celebrate their progress.
e A positive attitude towards Gaeilge helps build confidence and encourages children to use
the language more often.




